The aim of treatment of intertrochanteric femoral fractures is to achieve bone union in a good position with a low mortality, with the least discomfort to the patient and with the greatest economy (James and Hunter 1983 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The categories of patients treated are given in Table I Non-weight-bearing ambulation began as soon as possible, normally after 48 hours. After discharge from the hospital, pin site dressings were done by the patients themselves.
Partial weight-bearing was allowed at six to eight weeks and full weight-bearing for one month before the external fixation assembly was removed ( Fig. 1 ). 
RESULTS

Over
